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Abstract

The emotional sphere is crucial for humans. Emotions accompany us every day, in various situations, inform us about what is good 
for us and what is unacceptable, they arouse motivation in us to act, since we naturally strive to feel pleasure, but we instinctively 
avoid unpleasant feelings. Emotions are largely responsible for our choices, decisions, how we function every day, how we feel 
about ourselves and other people. The level of emotional awareness is an individual case, however the emotions we experience 
as children shape our adult life. The so-called emotional intelligence largely determines how we cope with relationships, at work 
and in any situations that we encounter. There is more and more discussion about the fact that not only intelligence understood 
traditionally, but also emotional one affects how we function as adults. This article presents a direct correlation between childhood 
and adulthood and highlights the importance of emotions at the earliest stage of human life. 
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Introduction
To begin with, emotions are an essential aspect of human life. 

They guide our behavior and reactions to different situations, al-
lowing us to respond appropriately to various stimuli. Emotions 
play a vital role in our development, shaping our personality, and 
influencing our decisions. Children’s emotions can have a signifi-
cant impact on their future development and adult life. This article 
aims to explore the impact of children’s emotions on their adult life 
and the factors that can influence emotional development. 

Children who have healthy emotional development are more 
likely to form positive relationships, have high self-esteem, and de-
velop effective coping mechanisms. Emotional development begins 
in infancy, and it is influenced by a wide range of factors, including 
genetics, environmental factors, and parental behaviour.

Discussion
It is significant to highlight that during infancy, children develop 

emotional bonds with their caregivers, which are critical for emo-
tional development. These bonds provide a sense of security, which 
allows children to explore the world around them confidently. As 
children grow older, they begin to develop a more complex emotio 

 
nal repertoire, including a range of emotions such as joy, sadness, 
anger, and fear. Several factors can influence a child’s emotional 
development, including genetics, environment, and parental beha-
viour. Research has shown that children’s emotional development 
is partially determined by their genetics. Studies have found that 
‘children with parents who have anxiety or depression are more 
likely to experience emotional problems’ [1], suggesting that genes 
play a role in emotional development.

The environment also plays a significant role in emotional deve-
lopment. Children who grow up in unstable or unsafe environments 
are more likely to experience emotional problems such as anxiety 
and depression. Adverse childhood experiences such as abuse, ne-
glect, and exposure to violence can have long-lasting effects on a 
child’s emotional development, leading to problems in adulthood 
[2]. It should be also emphasised that parental behaviour deter-
mines emotional development of humans. Parents who are warm, 
supportive, and responsive to their children’s emotional needs are 
more likely to have children with healthy emotional development. 
In contrast, parents who are cold, distant, and unresponsive may 
have children with emotional problems such as anxiety and depres-
sion [3]. 
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It can be assumed that emotional problems that develop in 
childhood can persist into adulthood, affecting a person’s mental 
health and quality of life. For example, ‘children who experience 
anxiety or depression are more likely to have mental health pro-
blems in adulthood, including anxiety disorders and depression [4]. 
Consequently, emotions experienced in childhood may lead also to 
posttraumatic disorders. While PTSD is commonly associated with 
experiences such as combat, accidents, or natural disasters, it is im-
portant to recognize that childhood emotions and experiences can 
also contribute to the development of PTSD. Children who undergo 
traumatic events or highly distressing emotional experiences, such 
as abuse, neglect, violence, or the loss of a loved one, are at risk 
of developing PTSD. These events can overwhelm a child’s ability 
to cope and lead to persistent and disruptive symptoms that affect 
their emotional well-being.

It is important to note that not all individuals who experien-
ce childhood trauma will develop posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). Factors such as the severity of the event, the availability 
of support systems, and individual resilience play a role in deter-
mining the likelihood of PTSD development’ [5]. Additionally, ‘the 
presence of other risk factors, such as a history of previous trauma, 
genetic predisposition, or a lack of supportive relationships, can in-
crease the vulnerability to developing PTSD’ [6].

Emotional problems in childhood can also affect one`s social 
and interpersonal relationships in adulthood. Children who have 
difficulty regulating their emotions may struggle to form positive 
relationships with others, leading to loneliness and social isolation 
in adulthood. In contrast, children who have healthy emotional de-
velopment are more likely to form positive relationships and have 
fulfilling social lives in adulthood. Similarly, adults who were rai-
sed in a supportive and nurturing environment tend to have better 
emotional regulation and coping skills, higher levels of resilience, 
and stronger social support networks [7]. Emotional development 
in childhood can also influence a person’s career and academic suc-
cess in adulthood. Children who have healthy emotional develop-
ment are more likely to have higher self-esteem, be more resilient, 
and have effective coping mechanisms. These skills are essential for 
success in the workplace and academic settings. Therefore, adults 
who have difficulty managing their emotions may also experience 
relationship problems, work-related stress, and physical health 
problems. For example, chronic stress can lead to a weakened im-
mune system, increased blood pressure, and a higher risk of heart 
disease [8].

Despite the long-term impact of childhood emotions, adults can 
still learn to manage their emotions and improve their mental heal-
th and well-being. Some effective strategies for managing emotions 
include:

1. Mindfulness meditation: Mindfulness meditation invol-
ves paying attention to the present moment without judgment. 
This practice has been shown to improve emotional regulation 
and reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression [9]. 

2. Cognitive-behavioral therapy: Cognitive-behavioral the-
rapy is a type of therapy that helps individuals identify and 
change negative thought patterns and behaviors. This therapy 
has been shown to be effective for treating a range of mental 
health problems, including anxiety and depression [10]. 

3. Exercise: Regular exercise has been shown to reduce 
symptoms of anxiety and depression and improve overall men-
tal health and well-being [11]. 

4. Social support: Building strong social support networks 
can help individuals manage stress and improve their mental 
health [12].

Conclusion
In conclusion, the emotional development of children has a pro-

found impact on their adult lives. Emotional bonds formed during 
infancy with caregivers provide a foundation for secure exploration 
and the development of a complex emotional repertoire. Genetics, 
environment, and parental behavior are significant factors influen-
cing emotional development. Research suggests that children of pa-
rents with anxiety or depression are more likely to experience emo-
tional problems, highlighting the role of genetics. The environment, 
particularly adverse childhood experiences, can have long-lasting 
effects on emotional development.

Parental behavior plays a crucial role in emotional develop-
ment, with warm and supportive parents fostering healthy emo-
tional development, while cold and unresponsive parents may con-
tribute to emotional problems. Emotional difficulties that arise in 
childhood often persist into adulthood, affecting mental health and 
overall quality of life. These challenges can impact social relation-
ships, leading to loneliness and social isolation, or positive emo-
tional development, facilitating fulfilling relationships and strong 
social support networks.

Moreover, emotional development in childhood can influence 
an individual’s career and academic success. Those with healthy 
emotional development tend to have higher self-esteem, resilience, 
and effective coping mechanisms, essential for success in various 
settings. Difficulties in managing emotions can lead to relationship 
problems, work-related stress, and physical health issues. Fortuna-
tely, adults can still learn to manage their emotions and improve 
their mental well-being. Strategies such as mindfulness meditation, 
cognitive-behavioral therapy, regular exercise, and building social 
support networks have shown effectiveness in enhancing emotio-
nal regulation, reducing anxiety and depression symptoms, and im-
proving overall mental health.

Understanding the significance of emotional development in 
childhood enables individuals to address emotional challenges and 
work towards achieving healthier emotional well-being. By inve-
sting in emotional regulation and seeking support, individuals can 
positively impact their mental health, relationships, and overall life 
satisfaction.



American Journal of Biomedical Science & Research

Am J Biomed Sci & Res                                     Copyright© Paulina Pietrzyk Kowalec PP

290

References
1. Beckman DM, Brentani H, Fries GR, Chen ES, De Mola CL, et al. 

(2018) Parental depression and anxiety symptoms are associated 
with emotional and behavioral problems in black and white youth: a 
replication and extension of previous findings. Journal of Child and 
Family Studies 27(2): 527-536.

2. Felitti VJ, Anda RF, Nordenberg D, Williamson DF, Spitz AM, et al. 
(1998) Relationship of childhood abuse and household dysfunction to 
many of the leading causes of death in adults: The Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACE) Study. Am J Prev Med 14(4): 245-258.

3. Jones TL, Prinz RJ, Dumas JE (2014) Parent emotion priming of child 
emotion regulation. Journal of Child and Family Studies 23(2): 225-235.

4. Pine DS, Cohen E, Cohen P, Brook J (2001) Adolescent depressive 
symptoms as predictors of adult depression: moodiness or mood 
disorder? Am J Psy 158(6): 868-870.

5. (2013) American Psychiatric Association (2013) Diagnostic and 
statistical manual of mental disorders (5th Edn.). Arlington VA: American 
Psychiatric Publishing. 

6. (2021) National Institute of Mental Health Post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

7. Eisenberg N, Cumberland A, Spinrad TL (2010) Parental socialization of 
emotion. Psychol Inq 21(4): 241-273.

8. Lepine J P, Briley M, Thebault JJ (2011) Depression and hypertension: 
the chicken or the egg? Journal of the American Medical Association 
305(19): 2069-2070.

9. Hofmann SG, Sawyer AT, Witt AA, Oh D (2010) The effect of mindfulness-
based therapy on anxiety and depression: a meta-analytic review. J 
Consult Clin Psychol 78(2): 169-183.

10. Butler AC, Chapman JE, Forman EM, Beck AT (2006) The empirical 
status of cognitive-behavioral therapy: a review of meta-analyses. Clin 
Psychol Rev 26(1): 17-31.

11. Mammen G, Faulkner G, Buliung R (2018) Physical activity and the 
prevention of depression: a systematic review of prospective studies. 
Am J Pre Med 45(5): 649-657.

12. Cohen S (2004) Social relationships and health. Am Psychol 59(8): 676-
684.

mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9635069/
mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9635069/
mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9635069/
mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9635069/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15792853/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15792853/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9892310/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9892310/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9892310/
mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16865170/
mailto:https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16865170/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20350028/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20350028/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20350028/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16199119/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16199119/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16199119/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24139780/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24139780/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24139780/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15554821/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15554821/

